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PREFACE

Secular equilibriums between man and na-
ture seem today to be disturbed: climate change
presses forward under the influence of critical
levels of greenhouse gas emissions, biodiversity is
being lost at a rate never before seen, and rural
populations of countries in the South are having
increasing difficulty feeding themselves and fin-
ding suitable living environments. The challenge
facing us ahead is to ensure decent living condi-
tions for the 8 billion inhabitants of the planet,
starting with the poorest, without jeopardizing
the welfare of future generations by over-ex-
ploiting natural resources.

Given this perspective, who can still doubt
the important role tropical forests have to play
in the resolution of these major ecological and
economic crises? The Congo Basin forests cover
200 million hectares in the heart of Africa. They
support the livelihoods of 60 million people,
generate funds for States in the region through
timber exploitation, absorb huge amounts of car-
bon, comprise a unique biodiversity and regulate
the flow of the major rivers across Central Africa.
Nevertheless many questions and uncertainties
persist on the services the forests provide, their
spatial evolution, the opportunities they represent
and the threats they face.

To overcome the lack of reliable information,
numerous stakeholders in the region and beyond,
from government departments, non-govern-
mental organizations, the private sector and the
scientific community, came together in 2005 to
produce a first concise State of the Forest report.

p Mo, Gpofgon O —

José Endundo Bononge Miire Geoghegan-Quinn Andris Piebalgs
Minister / President of the European Commissioner for European Commissioner for
Council of Ministers of Research, Innovation and Development

COMIFAC

This report was followed by more comprehensive
editions in 2006 and 2008, with support from
the United States, the European Union, France
and Germany. This State of the Forest report, pro-
duced by the Central African Forests Commission
(COMIFAC) and its partners, has become the
gold standard for those looking for a comprehen-
sive and detailed assessment of the status of the
tropical forests of Central Africa.

Since 2007, the Observatory for the Forests
of Central Africa (OFAC), funded by the Euro-
pean Union and supported scientifically by the
Joint Research Centre, has collected the necessary
data for the development of the State of the Forest
report and coordinated the writing. The release of
the State of the Forest through 2014 is assured
by OFAC, a permanent body under the auspices
of COMIFAC, in collaboration with the Congo
Basin Forest Partnership (CBFP). This 2010 re-
port, co-authored by numerous stakeholders with
complementary skills, has also been supported
through long-standing COMIFAC partners: the
United States, France, Germany and UNESCO.

The forests of Central Africa are the subject
of intense debate worldwide. This report aims to
provide decision-makers in Central Africa a com-
prehensive base of high value information to best
serve the interests of the States and the people of
the region. Central Africa can be proud of this
initiative, built in a remarkable spirit of coopera-
tion and often cited in international meetings as
an example to emulate in other parts of the world.

Science

Ay
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INTRODUCTION

Context

Central Africa contains the second largest ex-
panse of tropical forest in the world. For the most
part, it fares better than many other forests. Apart
from intermittent areas of heavy deforestation,
the overall level of deforestation remains relati-
vely low. However, the increasing pressure that is
being exerted on the forests of the Congo Basin
could lead to quite considerable degradation and
increased poverty for the very large number of
people who are still heavily dependent upon the
readily-available resources they provide.

Countries in the region have launched a num-
ber of initiatives in order to: (i) protect biodiver-
sity; (ii) preserve their economic resources; and
(iii) avoid forest-origin greenhouse gas emissions.
Despite introducing legislation and creating pro-
tected areas, results have not lived up to expecta-
tions nor do they satisfactorily reflect investments
to date.

Nevertheless, one of the most interesting
results of the initiatives that have been deve-
loped in the sub-region has been the outcome
of regional coordination efforts made by Central
African States for biodiversity conservation and
the sustainable management of forests across the
entire Congo Basin. In 1999, the Heads of State
of the six Congo Basin forest countries signed
the Yaoundé Declaration in Cameroon, thereby
confirming their will to collaborate. This was
consolidated with the establishment of the Cen-
tral African Forests Commission (COMIFAC),
which drew up a Convergence Plan to monitor
all activities under its coordination. The Conver-
gence Plan defines the framework for the elabora-
tion of common objectives for forest conservation
and encourages the development of new regional
and trans-border conservation efforts.

Finally, in order to rationalize these efforts and
optimize investments, the Congo Basin Forest
Partnership (CBFP) was established on 4 Sep-
tember 2002 at the Earth Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg, South Africa. The
CBFP brings together all public and private par-
tners wishing to support the achievement of the
Yaoundé Declaration’s objectives.

In January 2004, after being in existence for
two years, the CARPE program — one of the key
partners of the CBFP — produced a first summary
report on the State of the Forest in Central Africa.
The report was published in January 2005 and

disseminated at the Summit of Heads of State in
Brazzaville in February 2005. It was not a detailed
scientific report nor a document to solicit additio-
nal funding. Instead, it represented a first effort to
present, and where feasible quantify, the various
steps needed to be taken collectively by all CBFP
partners in order to achieve the sustainable mana-
gement of forest resources. As a first step, the pre-
liminary report did not comprehensively reflect
the important efforts deployed in the region, the
pressures being exerted on the forests or the ove-
rall state of the Congo Basin forests. Accurately
reflecting these dynamics is challenging as the
pressures and the understanding of the pressures
on the forest are not uniform across the region.

It became clear that a more comprehensive
and detailed report was needed in order to pro-
vide a more balanced and objective picture of
regional efforts that had been made by States,
various international donors and NGOs. Hence,
the 2006 report followed on from the 2005 report
and was entitled “The Forests of the Congo Basin:
State of the Forest 2006”. Many partners (over
110 experts) contributed to the report, making
it a CBFP flagship activity. The 2006 report is
considered as a benchmark — a point zero — as
regards this process to collectively assess the bio-
diversity and renewable natural resources in the
Congo Basin.

'The 2006 report provided a clearer picture of
the overall state of the forests and was pivotal in
guiding effective policy making and strategy deve-
lopment, and constitutes a base for future periodi-
cal evaluations. The 2006 report launched a more
systematic process, which has since been further
developed. It also responded to Axis 2 of the
COMIFAC Convergence Plan, which provided
for the establishment of a regional observatory.
In 2007, the European Union backed this process
with the following main objectives: (i) establish a
system to monitor the natural and socio-econo-
mic environment of forest ecosystems in Central
Africa based on a series of indicators; (ii) coordi-
nate the publication every two years of a “Report
on the State of the Forests”, and (iii) launch the
establishment of the Observatory for the Forests
of Central Africa (OFAC) for the benefit of CO-
MIFAC member countries.
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This observatory allows COMIFAC and
CBFP members to have at their disposal an essen-
tial steering tool and knowledge-sharing system
for improved governance and sustainable mana-
gement of forest ecosystems. To respond to the
above objectives, OFAC coordinated the 2008
State of the Forest Report. The report provided
an update on the economic and biodiversity com-
ponents of the forest as well as on changes in the
amount of forest cover in the 6 forested COMI-
FAC member countries. The part that consisted
of cross-cutting chapters dealt with environmen-
tal services provided by the forest. Among these,
particular emphasis was placed on factors affec-
ting biodiversity, water resources, fuelwood pro-
duction and climate. The third and last section of
the report addressed zoning developments in the
12 CBFP landscapes.

OFAC continues to coordinate the State of
the Forest reports, including this 2010 edition.
As in the case of the 2008 report, this means
providing a review as comprehensive as possible
of the Congo Basin forest, its ecosystems, biodi-
versity and socio-economic situation. The current
report seeks in particular to provide an update on
the state of the Central African dense moist fo-
rests. With this in mind, it covers the 6 countries
where this type of forest exists, i.e. Gabon, Repu-
blic of Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon and the Central
African Republic. Future editions of the report
will also include the four other COMIFAC mem-
ber countries (Burundi, Rwanda, Sio Tomé and

Principe and Chad).

The design of the 2010 State of the Forest Report

The design of the 2010 State of the Forest
report does not differ fundamentally from that of
the 2008 report and relies on indicators decided
on collectively by about sixty contributors. Data
collection was organized from 2009 to 2010 using
national groups consisting of four to ten mem-
bers, depending on the countries, all of whom
worked for public administrations dealing with
forest issues. Data collected, covering for the most
part 2008 and 2009, was validated during natio-
nal workshops for public administration officials,

environmental NGO representatives, the private
sector and development projects. The data served
to support the inputs provided by contributors of
chapters for the current report, under the supervi-
sion of internationally recognized scientific com-
mittees. Furthermore, a State of the Forest 2010
sub-regional validation workshop was organized
from 29 to 30 March 2011 for about 100 partici-
pants working in forest management, comprising
representatives from the ten COMIFAC member
countries, and several of its partners.

Content of the 2010 State of the Forest Report

The report is divided into four main sections:

e Part I: The Central African forests: regional
synthesis of monitoring indicators;

e Part II: Impact of the informal sectors on forest
management in Central Africa;

e Part III: Current challenges facing forest mana-
gement in Central Africa;

* DPart IV: Landscape management.

The first part of the 2010 State of the Fo-
rest Report, consists of three chapters. The first
chapter presents the most recent results available
on spatial distribution and on developments in
Congo Basin forests based on the use and ana-
lysis of a large number of satellite images that
have been acquired over the past twenty years.
The second chapter summarizes the current status

of forest management and the timber sector in
Central Africa, based on data collected by OFAC
and on surveys and discussions undertaken in the
field with the principal actors involved in the fo-
restry sector. This chapter highlights the develop-
ments in this sector since the publication of the
2008 State of the Forest Report. The third chap-
ter summarizes information on the main groups
and families of fauna and flora and on work that
has been carried out on biodiversity conservation
in Central Africa.

The second part of the report consists of
four chapters. Chapter 4 analyzes the economic
and social impact of small scale sawmills in the
Congo basin, concentrating on sawn wood from
the whole region that is being sold on domestic
markets. Chapter 5 provides an overview of the



wood energy sector in Congo Basin countries,
with particular emphasis on areas where woodfuel
exploitation threatens its sustainability and the
livelihoods of those who depend on it. Chapter
6 addresses the issue of bushmeat and is in itself
an introduction to this subject. It seeks to provide
a summary of the main information available on
bushmeat in the Congo Basin since the beginning
of the 1980s. Chapter 7 provides an overview of
non-timber forest products in the Congo Basin
and suggests possible ways to develop strategies
for their sustainable management.

Part III includes two chapters. Chapter 8 is
the logical follow-up to chapter 11 in the 2008
State of the Forest report which explained how
the COMIFAC position was developed during
the international negotiations on the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol up until the end of the Poznai COP-14
in December 2008, on the eve of the Copenha-
gen COP-15. This chapter continues to explain
this development from Copenhagen onwards,
including Canctin COP-16, prior to the Dur-
ban COP-17. Chapter 9 analyzes the impact of
the 2008-9 world economic crisis on sustainable
forest management and outlines measures taken
by the Governments of the 6 Congo Basin forest
countries.

Finally, part IV of the 2010 report comprises
chapters 10 and 11. Chapter 10 provides an
overview of the management of protected areas
in CBFP countries. It completes the description
of national systems for protected areas presented
in previous editions of the State of the Forest
reports. It also provides a brief insight into the
threats faced by the protected areas (PAs) in Cen-
tral Africa, describes the role to be played by the
Congo Basin PA network in the context of broa-
der conservation by COMIFAC and its series of
priority conservation landscapes, and analyzes the
current constraints for the establishment of func-
tional and sustainable management of the protec-
ted areas in Central Africa. Chapter 11 reviews
experiences in forest zoning in Central Africa,
presenting two case studies that illustrate natio-
nal experiences: the first was in Cameroon seve-
ral decades ago and the second shows the efforts
currently being undertaken in DRC. This chapter
also updates zoning concepts and planning at the
local level.
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