
 
 

 

 

 

CONTEXTE 
The Bas Ogooué Ramsar Site (862 700 hectares) is the largest wetland of international importance in Gabon. 

The forests and waterways of the Bas Ogooué are home to important populations of African forest elephant 

(Loxodonta africana, VU), African manatee (Trichechus senegalensis, VU), hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius, 

VU), chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes, EN), western gorilla (Gorilla gorilla, CR), slender-snouted (Mecistops 

cataphractus, CR) and African dwarf crocodiles (Osteolaemus tetraspis, VU) and other species. 

 

Illegal bushmeat trade threatens wildlife including some of the last remaining populations of slender-snouted 

crocodiles, hippos, African manatees, and African forest elephants. 

 

The NGO Organisation Ecotouristique du Lac Oguemoué (OELO) was created in 2010 by an american and a 

gabonese willing to lead programs in ecotourism, environmental education, sustainable fishing, community 

outreach and biodiversity research in the lake region of Gabon.  

 

Since OELO’s outreach and education work, began in 2012, a dramatic decline in protected species openly for 

sale at the market has been recorded. However, illegal bushmeat is still commonly offered in market side 

restaurants, where the NGO will focus efforts for this upcoming project. 

 

OBJECTIFS 
This project seeks to protect wildlife of the Bas Ogooué Ramsar Site threatened by illegal bushmeat trade by 

changing consumer preferences for bushmeat from protected species and to mobilize a next generation of 

environmental stewards, by decreasing supply of illegal bushmeat by targeting in organizing vendors into a 

restaurant cooperative of traditional foods and by strengthening collaboration with community and law 

enforcement partners to better inform the public and encourage protected species laws application. 

PRINCIPALES ACTIVITÉS 
The expected outcomes of the project are: 

 
- 20 nature clubs are created with 400 active students leading projects to change consumer preferences 

for bushmeat from protected species; 

- the bushmeat for sale on markets in Lambaréné is monitored 150 days per year; 
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Bénéficiaire Organisation Ecotouristique du Lac Oguemoué (OELO) 

Montant total du projet 117 361 € 
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FFEM 

30 000 € (26%) 

Partenaires financiers USFWS (63 705 €), Tsam Tsam income (23 656 €) 

Durée du projet 18 mois 

Signature de la convention 20 avril 2018 
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- the enforcement of protected species laws and engagement of government is improved by supporting 

agents of Eaux et Forêts; 

- a restaurant of traditional Gabonese foods is created for former bushmeat vendors. 

 

Pour en savoir plus www.ffem.fr 

Contact projet : Heather ARROWOOD 

hcarrowood@yahoo.fr 


