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Annex 11
of the Commission Implementing Decision on the Annual Action Programme 2013 Part III for the ENRTP, to be financed from the general budget of the European Union

Action Fiche Strengthening national and regional capacities for reporting on the mitigation actions of the forest sector (ReCaREDD)
1. Identification

	
	Title/Number
	Strengthening national and regional capacities for reporting on the mitigation actions of the forest sector (ReCaREDD) 

CRIS DCI-ENV  / 2013  / 316243

	
	Total cost
	Total estimated cost : EUR 5 700 000

Total amount of EU budget contribution: EUR 5 700 000 (ENRTP EUR 5 000 000 ; JRC EUR 700 000)

	
	Aid method / Method of implementation
	Standalone Project approach 

Direct centralised management by administrative arrangement with Joint Research Centre

	
	DAC-code
	31282
	Sector
	Forest information and decision making support


2. Rationale
The project will contribute to sustainable forest management and poverty reduction of forest dependent communities by enhancing the capacity of existing institutions and networks to report on their mitigation actions in the forest sector (REDD+) and providing relevant information to policy makers. This project will use the best available science and knowledge to develop, jointly with partner countries, techniques for forest monitoring and to strengthen national capacities to report on REDD+ challenging activities, such as forest degradation
 and forest regrowth. 
2.1. Sector context and lessons learnt
Forest cover, and forest carbon density, are changing in the tropics at high rates. These changes have a significant impact on forest functions, livelihoods in the tropical regions and on the global environment. In 2008, the EC has presented a Communication on addressing the challenges of deforestation and forest degradation to tackle  climate change and biodiversity loss.
 This Communication proposes that at the UNFCCC negotiations, the EU calls for halting global forest cover loss by 2030 at the latest and reducing gross tropical deforestation by at least 50% by 2020 from current levels. 

UNFCCC, REDD+, UNCBD : biodiversity and climate negotiations
The 16th and 17th Conferences of the Parties (COP) to the UNFCCC agreed on a framework for policy approaches and positive incentives for mitigation actions in the forest sector (REDD+): reducing emissions from deforestation, forest degradation, conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries. REDD+ has three Phases: (i) readiness; (ii) capacity building and demonstration; and (iii) performance-based payments for actions that should 

 be Measured, Reported and Verified (MRV) at national level. In order to measure the reduction of emissions from deforestation against which performance-based payments would be provided under phase 3, REDD+ requires developing countries to design: 1) “forest reference levels” taking into account historical data and national circumstances (‘baselines’); 2) robust, consistent, accurate and transparent national forest monitoring systems (to measure performance against ‘baselines’); 3) information systems on social and environmental safeguards. 
Decision 1/CP.17 (adopted in Durban in December 2011) recognizes that REDD+ “can promote poverty alleviation and biodiversity benefits, ecosystem resilience and the linkages between adaptation and mitigation”, and “should promote and support the social and environmental REDD+ safeguards” as agreed in Cancún in 2010 (Decision 1/CP.16). Decision 13/CP.17 (“Capacity-building under the Convention”) “decides that capacity-building priorities and needs in developing countries, including those emerging from decision 1/CP.16, should be taken into account in the further implementation of the framework for capacity-building in developing countries”. Furthermore decision 13/CP.17 “invites relevant UN agencies and intergovernmental organizations to continue providing support for capacity-building efforts in developing countries, emphasizing and stressing the need for the full involvement of developing countries in the conception and development of such activities”.
All REDD+ countries and EU Member States are also Parties to the UNCBD (Convention on biodiversity), and recently acknowledged that "existing biodiversity-related national level processes, could support the further integration of biodiversity concerns into REDD+ national strategies or action plans, [and that] remote sensing, can also provide valuable information relevant to biodiversity." 
Central African countries (COMIFAC) and their partners, including the EU, have issued in 2011 a joint declaration of intent to accelerate the implementation of REDD+ in the Congo Basin at regional and national levels through increased mobilization of financial and technical resources. REDD+ countries, and in particular Central Africa countries, will be targeted by this project.
FLEGT
The EU Action Plan for FLEGT adopted by the Commission in May 2003, sets out a process and a package of measures by which the EC proposes to address the problem of illegal logging and related trade. One of the key measures proposed is a licensing scheme for the prevention of illegal logging and related EU imports. The licensing scheme is implemented as part of the Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs). In the context of each VPA, the EU and partner country agree to monitor the impact of the VPA on governance, livelihoods, trade but also, obviously, state of the forests. Forest-related information should also be made accessible, as part of the transparency measures foreseen in the annexes of the VPA. Such information will be used for policy making. VPA countries will thus be targeted by this project.
Scientific and Technical challenges related to forest monitoring
Historically, only a few partner countries in the tropics have developed operational forest cover monitoring systems capable to meet REDD+ reporting requirements: Brazil (for the Amazon part), India, Vietnam and Mexico
.  In other countries there has been in the recent past a number of initiatives and projects (including EC and UN initiatives) aiming to set up or support the development of national systems for the monitoring of tropical deforestation. However a large majority of these monitoring systems is not yet fully compatible with REDD+ requirements, since they were developed before inclusion of deforestation and forest degradation being discussed in the UNFCCC context.

In addition, there are specific challenges associated to these forest monitoring systems: first, as appropriate data and trained staff for forest-cover change analysis are rarely available, and second because robust methods to monitor forest degradation and regrowth are still under development. As stated in the REDD sourcebook edited by the best scientists of the domain (so-called GOFC-GOLD sourcebook of 2011), measuring forest degradation or forest regrowth and related forest carbon stock changes is more complicated and less efficient than measuring deforestation since the former is based on changes in the structure of the forest that do not imply a change in land use and therefore is not easily detectable through remote sensing. CO² Emissions from degradation are estimated to amount to 40% to 120% on top of emissions from deforestation, so are definitely to be quantified. Robust methodologies are thus needed in this domain.
In order to contribute adequately to these processes and to address scientific challenges arising from REDD+ activities and FLEGT agreements, it is essential for tropical countries to assess and document their forest cover changes with reliable and repeatable figures. In this context, the project will focus on the development of techniques for accurate estimation of forest degradation and regrowth and on the strengthening of national technical capacities in developing countries to report on REDD+, FLEGT and other forest related policies.
2.2. Complementary actions

There are a number of ongoing activities in different tropical countries, supported by international organisations (e.g. FAO, World Bank) or by EU Member States (FR, DE, UK notably).

There is complementarity with the EFI REDD Facility which aims to provide effective support to the emergence of the REDD+ mechanisms in developing countries and to help them build their capacity and improve forest governance for REDD+ by analysis, advice, outreach and training, as well as by facilitating access to and benefit from different on-going initiatives.

The UN-REDD Programme is a collaborative initiative on REDD+ (FAO, UNEP & UNDP). It aims at assisting countries to prepare national REDD+ strategies and currently supports 16 countries for ‘National Programme’ activities including on monitoring. A regional activity started in Central Africa in collaboration with the Brazilian space agency (INPE). JRC (through OFAC) is already collaborating with FAO for this regional activity in Central Africa.
FAO is also leading the Forest Resource Assessment (FRA).
The OFAC (Observatoire des Forêts d’Afrique Centrale) is implemented by the JRC in co-operation with a consortium of scientific institutions over the period 2007-2013 (EC funding). OFAC collects, verifies, harmonises and disseminates information about forest ecosystems of the Congo Basin through a detailed web site. Initiated as a project, OFAC has gradually been integrated to COMIFAC (Commission Ministérielle des Forêts d’Afrique Centrale).

The table below summarises the key features of these initiatives and illustrates the added value of the ReCaREDD project.

	Lead institution 
& project name
	Key products of project for MRV of REDD+
	Spatial Coverage of project 
	Capacity building
	Policy support
	Specific Comments

	FAO  

FRA-RSS  

JRC 

TREES-3  
	Deforestation estimates 1990-2000-2005 at regional level (30 m)
	Tropics (JRC) / Global (FAO)
	Regional workshops
	During REDD phase 1 
	Spatial information.
Deforestation only.

	JRC/CIRAD/ UCL 

OFAC
	Forest maps at 500 m res. Deforestation estimates 1990-2005 at national level (30 m)
	Central Africa
	Project embedded in COMIFAC (Central Africa Forestry Commission)
	Yes
	Spatial information.

One safeguard (biodiversity) is considered

	FAO        

UN-REDD
	Deforestation estimates at national level (30 m)
	16 countries
	External support to National Programmes
	Yes
	Based on existing methods

	WB   

FCPF (Grants)
	No maps
	12 countries 
	External support to National Programmes
	Yes
	Based on existing methods

	FAO 

FRA Country Survey
	No maps

Global report from national statistics
	Global
	-
	-
	No spatial information, only aggregate statistics. 

	JRC     

ReCaREDD
	Forest maps
at 250 m
Estimates of degradation  at regional and national levels (10 m)
	Comparable data over all tropical regions with a focus on  selected countries
	In countries through regional and national institutions
	During REDD phases 1 & 2
	Spatial information on all activities will be reported. Three safeguards (biodiversity, leakage, reversal) are considered. 


Four research projects dealing with REDD+ MRV issues are currently funded by EC R&D FP7: REDDAFF, RECOVER, REDDINESS and REDD-FLAME, with a general objective of developing new data analysis methods. JRC scientists are members of the advisory board of these four projects. This will allow ReCaREDD to benefit from new advanced technologies for potential operational use and technology transfer.

The current proposal would learn and interact with such initiatives in order to build from them and benefit from complementarity and synergies. The JRC is working since many years with a network of national institutions and scientific partners. Achievements and results are published in freely available reports or publications with co-authorship of partner institutions, e.g.:

· “The Forests of the Congo Basin - State of the Forest 2010” 2012. Co-authored by c. 200 scientists including an increasing number of local scientists from the Congo basin countries. 

·  “Global forest land-use change 1990–2005”, 2012, FAO and JRC. More than 200 national-level forestry and remote sensing experts collaborated on this report with c. 140 experts from tropical countries. 

·  “Forest cover changes in tropical South and Central America from 1990 to 2005”, 2012. in Remote Sensing journal. Co-authored by scientists from JRC, EMBRAPA (Brazil) and Lima University (Peru). 
2.3. Donor coordination

At international level, donor coordination takes place through UNFCCC contact groups, and the REDD+ Partnership. At the European Union level, a FLEGT ad hoc working group and a REDD-FLEGT working group have been set up to coordinate all related activities. 

At country level, many countries have setup coordination platforms in each domain: REDD national committee (or equivalent), civil society platforms on forests (or equivalent). These platforms have been created as a result of multistakeholder processes (FLEGT or REDD) and ensure smooth coordination of policy related activities, including activities related to capacity building in forest monitoring.
3. Description

3.1. Objectives

The general objective is to improve the long-term sustainable management of tropical forest resources in developing countries and ultimately to reduce the climate vulnerability and poverty of local populations.

The specific objective of the project is, based on the best available science and knowledge, to strengthen existing institutions and networks in their capacity to report on their mitigation actions in the forest sector (REDD+) and to provide assessments of adaptation/biodiversity benefits of forest coverage and sustainable forest management, for policy makers to use in their policy and strategy development.
The description of the expected results and main activities to be carried out is given in the following section.
3.2. Expected results and main activities
The project is intended to lead to the following main results:

· National institutions in selected countries are strengthened and trained to apply the specific methodologies, and produce policy-support information.

· Robust methodologies to assess (i) the reduction of emissions from reducing deforestation and forest degradation, and (ii) the enhancement of carbon stocks from sustainable management of forests are developed and adapted to national contexts jointly with national teams. These methodologies comply with the REDD+ reporting obligations.
· Policy makers have access to and use relevant information at national and regional level.
Three main activities will produce the main results:
Activity 1: Further development of methodologies with partner countries for reporting on the reduction of emissions and the enhancement of carbon stocks.
Based on the experience of the TREES3 project, the improvement of the reporting skills of the national authorities to a level that will allow for the countries to receive credits from their mitigation efforts requires a suite of steps, including methodological improvements, capacity-building sensu stricto, and technology transfer. At the end of the project, national services of selected countries should be able to use an information system on the forest-cover and forest-cover change that fit with REDD+ and FLEGT reporting requirements. Lessons learned could also benefit to 60+ other REDD+ countries. The following sub-activities will be implemented:
· Identification of the target countries and relevant institutions. A dialogue will be initiated with potential partner institutions to select the most appropriate institutions for collaboration within this project. The selection criteria will be based on existing demand, political commitment of the partner country, existence and track records of the organisation in forest monitoring, availability of appropriate staff and dedicated facilities in the institution, and proposed strategy on forest monitoring from the organisation, including engagement in REDD+ and in FLEGT. About 10 national institutions will be selected.
· Definition of a programme of work with the identified institutions. A gap analysis of the capacities, needs, access to data, methodologies used in order to get a monitoring system that complies with REDD+ and FLEGT requirements will be conducted jointly. The project will ensure it does not duplicate existing efforts/initiatives and will focus on training the right people at the right level of the institutions. 
· Data acquisition. The project will purchase high resolution satellite imagery at the beginning of the project for the implementation on new methodologies, in complement to imagery available for specific regions and periods through other initiatives, e.g. the REDD-SPOT initiative (France) in Congo Basin. Appropriate satellite imagery will be freely available in the long term through the GMES programme (EC-ESA), in particular from Sentinel-2 satellites (10 m resolution sensors) to be launched in 2014.
· Implementation of new methodologies with specific data of partner countries to comply with the requirements of REDD+ MRV and FLEGT. These new methodologies will allow reporting on forest degradation and forest regrowth, which are not correctly measured with existing current techniques. The quantification of forest degradation is of paramount importance for many tropical countries that have deployed sustainable forest management practices on their territory. In the same way, information on enhancement of carbon stocks and on forest regrowth is poor and fragmental. Therefore, new cost-effective and scientifically sound methods will be first tested in JRC and then applied in partner countries for their reporting (see next activity). 

· Joint production between JRC and the target countries of forest-cover maps and forest-cover change estimates. This “learning-by-doing” activity is the best way to improve in a short term the capacities of national services. The various steps to include in such activities are: (i) selection and access to best quality (cloud free) satellite images, (ii) pre-processing and classification according to existing and the newly developed methods, (iii) validation, and (iv) production of statistics and reports. Joint production will be organised through JRC staff visiting the partner institution and through partner institution staff visiting the JRC for short (one week) or longer time periods (up to 2 years).
· In-depth analysis in specific countries with production of related reports. The integration of more advanced information on forest-cover evolution with the other sectoral policies than REDD+, in particular FLEGT, will be proposed in the countries having signed a Voluntary Partnership Agreement.
· Technology Transfer. The access to free software is often a bottle-neck in the use of satellite imagery in developing countries. Therefore, JRC will use and adapt open-source software for the monitoring methodologies at the various steps of the processing chain, from image selection to the production of reports. This open source software will be constructed, adapted and transferred to partner institutions during the project lifetime.
Activity 2: Strengthening of regional forest observatories and related national institutions in selected countries for their reporting to the UNFCCC (REDD+).

Although the reporting to the Rio conventions is clearly a national prerogative, a regional platform of information between countries that share the same social, economic and ecological context can reduce the cost of technical and capacity-building activities and improve the efficiency of any reporting task.
Based on the experience of the “Observatoire des Forêts d’Afrique Centrale” (OFAC), the project will study the deployment of similar regional platforms in existing institutions for two other tropical regions: West Africa and Southeast Asia. The proposed Observatories would be designed to support regional political institutions to allow their national component to report accurately on forestry issues for the Rio Conventions through the provision of scientific information and expertise. This will be achieved by implementing a number of targeted activities on capacity building, provision of technical and policy advice, networking and communications/awareness-raising. The following sub-activities will be implemented:

· Support to OFAC in Central Africa: continuous and updated collection of parameters related to forestry by the national committees (management, biodiversity, institutional, social…), regional coordination of MRV activities, collection of scientific information on carbon (field plots, allometric equations, carbon maps…), institutional support to the COMIFAC and to the Congo Basin Forest Partnership, networking of institutions and experts, organisation of workshops on the REDD+ issues in Congo Basin for policy makers, publication of improved and updated editions of the State of the Forests report for years 2014 and 2016 with larger sections devoted to REDD+ issues.
· Support to Regional Observatories in West Africa and continental Southeast Asia: feasibility assessment of mandates and structures of existing regional institutions (e.g. ECOWAS in West Africa and ASEAN and the Mekong River Commission in South East Asia), assessment on options for the location of the Observatories, discussion with host countries or host institutions, regional workshops for priority setting, institutional support and action plan for technical support, development of MoU with host countries/host institutions outlining clear roles, responsibilities and contributions.
The project will ensure smooth coordination of activities taking place at regional level (within the Observatories) and national level (national institutions).
Activity 3: Provision of transparent and consistent information of forest-cover evolution to policy makers in partner countries and EU services involved in international environmental negotiations.

Policy makers in partner countries need accurate information on forest resources evolution (historical and current) to optimise their contributions in environmental international negotiations, to define or assess national strategies and decisions for actions to be taken at local level. EC services need basic information on the forest-cover evolution for evaluating the impact of the EU-funded projects, and in fine the aid efficiency in specific sectors. Such information is also important for bilateral (FLEGT) and international negotiations (UNFCCC, CBD). The fine-tuning of the activities and products of the project requires a permanent dialogue with the partners countries and policy-DGs (DEVCO, ENV, CLIMA). The following sub-activities will be implemented:

· Production of targeted information for policy makers (partner countries and EC services): provision of maps and statistics for specific countries or regions areas on demand from the national partners and regional observatories.
· Organisation of specific workshops for policy makers.
To ensure a permanent link between the regional observatories, partner country institutions and EC services, a senior staff from JRC will be seconded in DEVCO.
3.3. Risks and assumptions

The programme is developed under the main assumption that REDD+ and/or forest biodiversity will remain a high priorities on the agenda of the International Community as well as for the beneficiary countries. The risk that either goes out of the international agenda is low. In any case, a reliable forest monitoring system is needed by developing countries to frame its forest related policies.
Another risk is that it will not be possible to find suitable regional organisations in Western Africa and/or Southeast Asia interested to establish an observatory at regional level with EU or JRC support.  The risk is medium. Should this happen, related activities will be diverted to national institutions of the region.
The project also assumes that access to data, in particular Earth observation imagery, will be possible and free in the next few years through international Space initiatives such as GMES. The risk is low.
3.4. Crosscutting Issues

The programme will contribute to maintain the environmental goods and services provided by tropical forests particularly for the benefit of forest dependent people. 
The collection, validation, management of data and information and their availability for the public through the regional observatories (e.g. through the OFAC Web site http://www.observatoire-comifac.net), the establishment of  with a critical mass from the beneficiary countries and the strengthening of their institutional capacities, will improve the transparency of management decisions thus contributing to enhance good governance of the forest sector, and efficient use of climate money. The project, by providing best available data on forest evolution, will assist institutions and managers in climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies.

3.5. Stakeholders

Beneficiaries

The direct beneficiaries will be the regional and national institutions in charge of sustainable forest management, including national forest inventory services, and of reporting to the Rio conventions. The indirect beneficiaries will be the national & regional schools, colleges and universities carrying out training activities and providing services to the national authorities. The ultimate beneficiaries of the support will be the local communities living in or around tropical forests. Many millions of poor people are dependent on forest resources for various services (food, medicines energy, income). The long-term increase of the value of forests will offer new opportunities to increase their contribution to rural livelihoods. 

Main Stakeholders
As the main political driver is REDD+, the main stakeholders are the national services in charge of the REDD+ policy. It can vary from one country to the other and have different institutional arrangements: national REDD committee, specific body attached to the presidency, forest administration… The first step will be the identification of the right interlocutor of the project, combining the mandate for producing statistics used in the reporting and the technical skills. At regional level, some regions start to build their own coordination mechanism (COMIFAC in Central Africa for example) and will benefit through the setup or the maintenance of the regional observatories.
International and national organisations

The international and national organisations involved in the REDD+ process will be deeply associated to the project in order to avoid redundancies and optimise synergies: FAO for UN-REDD, the World Bank for the Forest Carbon Partnership Fund, the Brazilian national space agency (INPE) for their South-South collaboration in Central Africa
4. Implementation issues

4.1. Method of implementation

Direct centralised management through the signature of the Administrative Arrangement with Joint Research Center. The envisaged contribution of the ENRTP is EUR 5 000 000. The envisaged JRC contribution is EUR 700 000. 
As the joint research body for the European Commission services and considering the experience already gained and access to related programmes and information, JRC holds a unique implementation position.
A Steering Committee, chaired by DG DEVCO will be created to supervise the implementation of the programme. It will meet once a year, or as required, to allow for exchange of information on the various components of the programme, to provide guidance and orientation on the overall priorities and management. The Steering Committee will decide on the selection of countries and organisations and on the allocation of funds, based on a proposal from the JRC. It will be composed of the representatives of the European Commission (e.g. DG DEVCO, CLIMA, ENV, JRC). The implementing organisations and when the programme is sufficiently advanced the organisations hosting the regional observatory may be invited as observers.

4.2. Procurement and grant award procedures

1) Contracts

All contracts implementing the action must be awarded and implemented in accordance with the procedures and standard documents laid down and published by the Commission for the implementation of external operations, in force at the time of the launch of the procedure in question.

Participation in the award of contracts for the present action shall be open to all natural and legal persons covered by relevant provisions of the Financial Regulation and DCI Regulation
 applicable to the ENRTP.
2) Specific rules for grants

The essential selection and award criteria for the award of grants are laid down in the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EU external actions. They are established in accordance with the principles set out in Title VI 'Grants' of the Financial Regulation applicable to the General Budget. When derogations to these principles are applied, they shall be justified, in particular in the following cases:

· Financing in full (derogation to the principle of co-financing): the maximum possible rate of co-financing for grants is 90% Up to full financing may only be applied in the cases provided for in Article 253 of the Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/2002 of 23 December 2002 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of the Financial Regulation applicable to the General Budget.
4.3. Indicative Budget  and calendar

The indicative envisaged contribution of the ENRTP is EUR 5 000 000 (88%). The envisaged JCR contribution is EUR 700 000 (12%). JRC will cover office costs, supervising staff and 50% of cost of the seconded staff.
An indicative budget breakdown is as follows:
	Items / Activities
	ENRTP contribution
	JRC contribution
	Total

	1. Human Resources
	1 980 727  
	600 000 
	2 580 727

	2. Missions
	300 000 
	
	300 000 

	3. Regional and national capacities 
	2 267 000 
	
	2 267 000

	4. Acquisition of Data
	100 000 
	100 000
	200 000 

	5. Evaluation
	50 000 
	
	50 000

	6. Indirect cost 
	302 273
	
	302 273

	Total
	5 000 000 
	700 000 
	5 700 000 


The execution period of the Administrative Arrangement will be 48 months as from the date of signature of the Administrative Arrangement.
The indicative calendar for main activities is as follows:
	Activities
	Y1
	Y2
	Y3
	Y4

	1. Further development of methodologies with partner countries for reporting

	1.1 Identification of the target countries and the relevant institutions
	
	
	
	

	1.2 Definition of a programme of work
	
	
	
	

	1.3 Data acquisition
	
	
	
	

	1.4 Implementation of new methodologies
	
	
	
	

	1.5 Joint production of forest-cover maps and change estimates
	
	
	
	

	1.6 In-depth analysis in specific countries 
	
	
	
	

	1.7 Transfer of technology
	
	
	
	

	2. Strengthening of regional forest observatories and national institutions

	2.1 Support to OFAC in Central Africa
	
	
	
	

	2.2 Support to Regional Observatories in West Africa and Southeast Asia
	
	
	
	

	3. Provision of information to policy makers
	

	3.1 Production of targeted information for policy makers
	
	
	
	

	3.2 Organisation of specific workshops for policy makers
	
	
	
	


4.4. Performance monitoring

Key indicators for performance monitoring and measuring progress are described in logical framework. It mainly consists of the number of networks and networks members, of institutions supported, of trained staffs working national MRV systems, of efficient MRV systems, and of policy decisions based on information provided by the project.

To maximise impact and sustainability as well as ensure an appropriate level of monitoring, the European Commission will require, where possible, the use of an effective result-oriented monitoring system based on appropriate definition of performance baseline, targets and key financial, social and efficiency indicators.

4.5. Evaluation and audit

A mid-term evaluation of the programme after 24 months from the start of the implementation of the activities will take place. Provisions are also included for a final evaluation. 
JRC will contract directly the evaluators, after approval of the terms of reference and short list of evaluators by the Steering Committee.

4.6. Communication and visibility

A communication/visibility program is planned for the entire program. This includes the distribution of specific reports published with national institutions and regional observatories, and scientific publications co-authored by JRC and scientists from partner countries. 
� Terminology: Deforestation is a land use change, i.e. the removal of forest and conversion to other land use. The generic definition of forest degradation is a reduction of its capacity to provide goods and services, without land use change. In a REDD+ context it is usually understood as the impact of land-use activities that reduce the carbon stock in a forest relative to its natural carbon carrying capacity. 


� COM(2008) 645


� De Sy, et al,  2012. Synergies of multiple remote sensing data sources for REDD+ monitoring. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2012.09.013


� European Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of 18 December 2006 establishing a financing instrument for development and cooperation as amended by the Regulations (EU) no 1339/2011 of 13 December 2011.
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